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industries  whose  employees  are  idle  as  a  result  of  material  or  service  shortages. 


Table  1.  Work  stoppages  in  the  United  States,  1947-78  1/  JL/  The  number  of  stoppages  and  workers  relate  to  those  stoppages  that  began 

in  the  year.  Days  of  idleness  include  all  stoppages  in  effect.  Workers  are 

(Workers  and  days  idle  in  thousands)  counted  more  than  once  if  they  were  involved  in  more  than  1  stoppage  during  the 
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Table  4.  Percent  distribution  of  work  stoppages  by  industry,  1977-78  1/  Table  4.  Percent  distribution  of  work  stoppages  by  industry,  1977-78  1 / — continued 
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Table  5.  Percent  distribution  of  work  stoppages  by  major  issue,  1977-78  1/ 


Major  issue 

Work 

1977 

stoppages 

1978p 

Workers 

1977 

involved 

1978p 

Days 

1977 

idle 

1978p 

All  issues - 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

General  Wage  changes — — 

57 

65 

44 

45 

61 

51 

Supplementary  benefits — 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Wage  adjustments - 

3 

3 

3 

2 

5 

2 

Hours  of  work - 

Other  contractual 

2/ 

1 

2/ 

2/ 

2/ 

1 

matters - 

Union  organization  and 

5 

3 

4 

3 

4 

4 

security - 

5 

5 

2 

2 

3 

2 

Job  security - 

4 

3 

5 

31 

5 

7 

Plant  administration - - 

Other  working 

18 

13 

34 

11 

20 

34 

conditions - 

Interunion  or  intraunion 

3 

2 

3 

2 

1 

1 

matters - - 

5 

3 

4 

3 

1 

1 

1/  The  number  of  stoppages  and  workers  involved  relate  to  disputes  that 
began  in  the  period,  days  idle  to  all  stoppages  in  effect. 

2/  Less  than  0.5  percent. 


NOTE: 


Because  of  rounding,  sums  of  individual  items  may  not  equal  totals, 
p  =  preliminary. 


Table  6.  Percent  distribution  of  work  stoppages  by  size,  1977-78  1/ 


Number  of 
workers  involved 

Work 

1977 

stoppages 

1978p 

Workers 

1977 

involved 

1978p 

Days 

1977 

idle 

1978p 

All  stoppages - 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

6  _  19— - 

13 

15 

2/ 

1 

1 

1 

20  -  99 - 

39 

38 

5 

5 

6 

5 

100  -  249 - 

23 

23 

10 

10 

11 

10 

250  -  499 - 

13 

13 

12 

12 

11 

10 

500  -  999 - 

7 

6 

13 

11 

12 

11 

1,000  -  4,999 - 

5 

4 

24 

21 

24 

21 

5,000  -  9,999 - 

1 

2/ 

9 

6 

8 

7 

10,000  and  over - 

2/ 

2/ 

26 

34 

28 

36 

1 7  The  number  of  stoppages  and  workers  involved  relate  to  disputes  that 
began  in  the  period,  days  idle  to  all  stoppages  in  effect. 

27  Less  than  0.5  percent. 

NOTE:  Because  of  rounding,  sums  of  individual  items  may  not  equal  totals, 
p  *  preliminary. 


Table  7.  Percent  distribution  of  work  stoppages  by  duration,  1977-78  1/ 


Duration 


Stoppages  ending  in  period 


Number  Workers  involved  Days* idle 

1977  1978p  1977  1978p  1977  1978p 


All  stoppages - 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

1  day— - 

13 

7 

9 

5 

1 

2/ 

2-3  days - 

11 

7 

10 

5 

1 

1 

4-6  days - 

10 

9 

11 

12 

2 

2 

7-14  days - — 

18 

18 

17 

16 

6 

5 

15  -  29  days - 

18 

20 

19 

11 

15 

8 

30  -  59  days - 

16 

28 

18 

15 

24 

19 

60  -  89  days - 

6 

5 

7 

23 

16 

15 

90  days  and  over - 

8 

6 

10 

14 

36 

51 

1/  Data  refer  to  all  stoppages  ending  during  the  period. 

2/  Less  than  0.5  percent. 

NOTE:  Because  of  rounding,  sums  of  individual  items  may  not  equal  totals. 


p  =  preliminary. 
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WORK  STOPPAGES,  NOVEMBER  1978 

Idleness  due  to  labor-management  disputes  dropped  to  its  lowest  November  level  since  1975 
and  was  more  than  a  million  days  less  than  in  November  1977,  according  to  the  Bureau  of  Labor 
Statistics  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor. 

The  Bureau's  preliminary  estimates  show  1.9  million  days  of  strike  idleness  in  November,  or 
0.11  percent  of  estimated  working  time  (1.1  days  idle  per  thousand),  down  333,000  days  since 
October.  The  number  of  stoppages  and  the  number  of  workers  involved  were  also  below  those  of  the 
previous  month.  (See  table  1.) 

There  .was  only  one  large  (5,000  workers  or  more)  dispute  during  the  month.  This  dispute, 
which  began  in  August,  involved  the  paper  workers  and  the  Crown  Zellerbach  Corporation.  The  bulk 
of  the  November  idleness  resulted  from  relatively  small  disputes.  (See  table  2.) 

Data  for  1978  so  far  show  fewer  strikes  and  fewer  workers  than  in  recent  years,  reflecting 
in  part  a  light  bargaining  year  and  considerably  fewer  strikes  in  the  mining  industry.  However, 
because  of  the  large  coal  dispute  earlier  in  the  year,  there  have  been  more  days  of  idleness  in 


1978  than  in  recent  years. 


Table  1.  Work  stoppages,  selected  periods  to  November,  1978 
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Chart  1.  Number  of  stoppages,  workers  involved, 
and  days  idle,  by  month.  1974-78 
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Table  1.  Work  stoppages,  selected  periods  to  October  1978 
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Table  4.  Percent  distribution  of  work  stoppages  by  major  issue,  1977-1978  1/ 


Major  Issue 


All  issues  - 

General  wage  changes  - 

Supplementary  benefits  -- 

Wage  adjustments  - 

Hours  of  work  - 

Other  contractual  matters 
Union  organization  and 

security  - 

Job  security  - 

Plant  administration  ---- 
Other  working  conditions 
■Interunion  or  intraunion 

matters  - 

Not  available  - 
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2/ 

1 

2/ 

2/ 

5 

3 

4 

5 

5 

4 

4 

5 

2 

3 

3 

2 

4 

3 

5 

6 

5 

,  3 

18 

12 

30 

14 

16 

41 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

5 

3 

5 

3 

1 

2/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

1/  The  number  of  stoppages  and  workers  involved  relate  to  disputes  that  began  in 
the  period,  days  idle  to  all  stoppages  in  effect. 

2/  Less  than  0.5  percent, 

3/  It  is  not  possible  to  make  a  valid  comparison  between  the  2  years  because 
collection  of  data  for  1978  has  not  been  completed. 

NOTE:  Because  of  rounding,  sums  of  individual  items  may  not  equal  totals. 

p  =  preliminary. 


Table  5.  Percent  distribution  of  work  stoppages  by  size,  1977-1978  1/ 


Number  of 
workers  involved 


Work  stoppages  Workers  involved  Days  idle 
1977  1978p  1977  1978p  1977  1978p 


All  stoppages  - 

-  100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

6  -  19 - - - 

-  13 

15 

2/ 

1 

1 

2/ 

20  -  99  . . 

-  38 

39 

6 

6 

7 

5 

100  -  249  . . . 

-  23 

23 

11 

12 

13 

9 

250  -  499  . . . 

-  13 

13 

13 

14 

13 

10 

500  -  999  . - . . 

-  7 

7 

14 

15 

13 

12 

1,000  -  4,999  . . 

-  5 

4 

26 

25 

28 

20 

5,000  -  9,999  . . . 

-  1 

2/ 

10 

7 

8 

8 

10,000  and  over  - 

2/ 

2/ 

19 

20 

17 

37 

1/  The  number  of  stoppages  and  workers  involved  relate  to  those  disputes  beginning 
during  the  period,  days  idle  to  all  stoppages  in  effect. 

2/  Less  than  0.5  percent. 

NOTE:  Because  of  rounding,  suras  of  individual  items  may  not  equal  totals, 

p  =  preliminary. 


Table  6.  Percent  distribution  of  work  stoppages  by  duration,  1977-1978  1/ 


Stoppages  ending  in  period 


Duration 


Number  Workers  involved 

1977  1978p  1977  1978p 


Days,  idle 
1977  1978p 


All  stoppages -  100 

1  day -  14 

2-3  days  -  12 

4-6  days -  10 

7-14  days -  18 

15  -  29  days . . - . -  19 

30  -  59  days -  16 

60  -  89  days -  6 

90  days  and  over -  6 


100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

7 

10 

5 

1 

2/ 

6 

11 

6 

1 

1 

8 

12 

13 

3 

2 

18 

17 

19 

7 

5 

20 

20 

13 

18 

7 

29 

16 

20 

24 

21 

5 

5 

4 

13 

7 

6 

9 

20 

33 

58 

1/  Data  refer  to  all  stoppages  ending  during  the  period. 

2/  Less  than  0.5  percent. 

NOTE:  Because  of  rounding,  sums  of  individual  items  may  not  equal  totals, 
p  =  preliminary. 
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Table  1.  Work  stoppages,  selected  periods  to  September  1978 
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Table  2.  Stoppages  involving  5,000  workers  or  more,  September  1978 


Company 

Union  1/ 

Began 

Ended 

Workers 

involved 

2/ 

Days 
idle  2/ 

Norfolk  &  Western 

Railway,  Interstate 

BRASC 

7/10 

9/29 

330,000 

3/ 

1,700,000 

4/ 

Board  of  Education, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

AFT 

9/1 

9/7 

21,000 

84,000 

Board  of  Education, 
Cleveland,  Ohio 

AFT,  SEIU, 
IBFO 

9/7 

- 

10,000 

170,000 

Crown  Zellerbach  Corp., 
Antioch  &  Los  Angeles, 
Calif. ,  West  Linn  & 
Lebanon,  Ore.,  &  Port 
Townsend,  Port  Angeles, 

&  Camas ,  Wash. 

WPPW 
(Ind . ) 

8/6 

7,800 

5/ 

106,000 

4/ 

Publishers  Association  of 
New  York,  (N.Y.  Times 
&  Daily  News),  New  York, 
New  York 

PGCU,  I AM, 
TNG 

8/9 

8,500 

6/ 

170,000 

Construction  Industry, 
Peoria,  Illinois 

BBF 

9/11 

9/22 

8,000 

80,000 

Construction  Industry, 

New  York,  New  York 

IUOE , 

WWML, 

IBT  (Ind.) 

7/1 

9/22 

7/ 

7/ 

Construction  Industry, 
Southern  Illinois 

LIUNA, 

IUOE, 

CJA 

8/1 

9/22 

8/ 

8/ 

Total  6  stoppages 

385,300 

2,310,000 

1/  The  unions  are  affiliated  with  the  AFL-CIO,  except  where  they  are  noted  as 
independent  (Ind.). 

2/  Preliminary;  workers  and  days  Idle  are  rounded  to  the  nearest  hundred. 

3/  Railway  clerks  extended  the  stoppage  on  9/26  to  43  lines  and  on  9/27  to 
all  73  lines  that  are  members  of  the  railroad  mutual  aid  pact. 

4/  Staggered  idleness. 

5/  Striking  workers  set  up  picket  lines  at  various  locations  that  were 
honored  by  other  workers. 

6/  The  New  York  Post  withdrew  from  joint  negotiations  on  9/27. 

7/  Several  units  went  back  to  work  at  the  end  of  August. 

8/  Workers  who  honored  LIUNA  picket  lines  returned  to  work  prior  to 
the  settlement. 


Work  stoppages  by  quarter,  1970*78 


NUMBER  OF  WORK  STOPPAGES 


WORKERS  INVOLVED  (IN  THOUSANDS) 


DAYS  IDLE  (  I N  THOUSANDS  ) 


1978  Preliminary 


QUARTER  ANO  YEAR 

_ _ _ j 
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Table  1.  Work  stoppages,  selected  periods  to  July  1978 


Nundwr  of  itoppogM 

Worker*  involved  in  stoppages 

Oayi  idto 

In  *ff*ct  during  month  or  ywr 

Nr  tod 

B»*fnning  in 
month  or  y**r 

to  rft*ct 
during 
month 

Banning  in 
month  or  y**r 
(thouundi) 

during 

month 

(thouundi) 

Nurrtoor 

(thouundi) 

Nrcant  of 

•tdmitad 

working 

dm* 

rst  7  Months 

1968 

3,187 

3,356 

1,852 

1,940 

33,773 

.33 

1969 

3,557 

3,726 

1,586 

1,665 

25,685 

.24 

1970 

3,617 

3,796 

1,816 

2,015 

31,332 

.29 

1971 

3,510 

3,741 

2,449 

2,534 

25,669 

.24 

1972 

3,201 

3,417 

1,110 

1,225 

18,113 

.17 

1973 

3,232 

3,393 

1,309 

1,374 

14,778 

.13 

1974 

4,002 

4,196 

1,840 

1,902 

29,741 

.25 

1975 

3,151 

3,392 

1,065 

1,111 

18,259 

.16 

1976 

3,388 

3,662 

1,482 

1,541 

20,255 

.17 

1977 

3,366 

3,635 

1,384 

1,421 

17,409 

.14 

1978 

2,923 

3,046 

926 

1,158 

24,046 

.19 

July  1968 

520 

880 

202 

465 

4,612 

.30 

1969 

528 

883 

255 

462 

4,311 

.27 

1970 

585 

989 

242 

467 

5,112 

.32 

1971 

499 

938 

748 

938 

7,895 

.52 

1972 

404 

706 

130 

384 

3,437 

.23 

1973 

509 

860 

208 

324 

2,996 

.19 

1974 

683 

1,199 

364 

667 

8,954 

.51 

1975 

518 

899 

231 

382 

4,465 

.26 

1976 

505 

960 

292 

490 

5,145 

.30 

)77  1/  January 

385 

654 

120 

157 

1,204 

.07 

February 

310 

673 

175 

196 

1,429 

.09 

March 

409 

841 

236 

263 

2,204 

.  12 

April 

634 

952 

187 

260 

2,676 

.15 

May 

496 

1,069 

226 

341 

3,440 

.20 

June 

580 

1,030 

197 

288 

2,874 

.15 

July 

552 

944 

243 

283 

3,582 

.21 

August 

436 

912 

163 

278 

3,805  | 

.20 

September 

660 

919 

197 

268 

3,258  1 

•  18 

October 

561 

880 

203 

251 

3,529 

.  22 

November 

392 

767 

114 

249 

3,574 

.20 

December 

185 

559 

239 

266 

4,425 

.25 

978  1/ 

January 

271 

394 

87 

318 

4,689  1 

.26 

February 

267 

449 

70 

329 

4,221 

.  26 

March 

349 

527 

126 

367 

4,  290 

.  22 

April 

460 

670 

132 

190 

2,055 

.  12 

May 

June 

568 

835 

171 

307 

3,072 

.  16 

545 

859 

130 

228 

2,724 

.  14 

July 

463 

810 

211 

338 

2,995 

.  17 

1  PteMminery 


AM  wort  Hoppogn  known  to  the  Bireau  of  Labor  S  etlstics  and  i  t  various  cooperating  agencies,  involving  6  or  more  workers  and  lasting  a  full  day  or  shift  or  longer,  are  Included  in 
ftWs  table,  figures  on  *Wkan  Involved"  end  "days  id f*  "  cover  all  w  >rtari  made  idle  for  as  long  as  one  shift  in  establishments  directly  involved  in  a  stoppage.  They  do  not  measure  the 
Indirect  or  secondary  effect*  on  other  establishments  or  •<  dm  fries  wrtso-  •  employees  ere  made  idle  aa  a  result  of  materiel  or  ter  not  shortages 


Table  2.  Stoppages  Involving  5,000  workers  or  more,  July  1978  CHART  1  .  NUMBER  OF  STOPPAGES.  WORKERS  INVOLVED. 

_  AND  DAYS  IDLE.  BY  MONTH.  1974-78 
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WORK  STOPPAGES:  FIRST  6  M07THS  1978 

Idleness  resulting  from  work  stoppages  was  at  a  high  level  in  the  first  half  of  1978, 
largely  because  of  the  160,000-worker  bituminous  coal  strike,  but  other  measures  of  strike 
activity  were  unusually  low,  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor 
reports.  The  Bureau's  preliminary  estimates  show  21.1  million  days  of  idleness  and  average 
strike  duration  of  22.2  days  for  the  6-month  period  (table  1).  As  a  percent  of  estimated  working 
time,  idleness  reached  0.19  percent  (1.9  days  idle  per  thousand),  the  highest  since  1974. 

Historically,  strike  activity  Accelerates  in  the  second  calendar  quarter.  This  year, 
however,  all  second  quarter  measures — the  number  of  stoppages,  and  of  workers,  involved  and  days 
of  idleness — were  far  below  those  experienced  in  second  quarter  1977.  Contributing  factors  were 
the  settlement  of  the  coal  strike,  the  relatively  few  construction  stoppages,  and  the  light 
bargaining  calendar  in  1978. 

Total  stoppages  during  the  first  6  months 

•The  2,538  strikes  in  effect  during  the  first  half  of  1978  were  the  lowest  number  recorded 
in  any  January-June  period  since  1967. 

•The  estimated  947,000  workers  involved  in  these  stoppages  in  the  first  half  were  lower 
than  in  any  comparable  period  since  1975. 

•Days  off  the  job  numbered  21.1  million,  an  increase  of  7.2  million  over  the  first 
6  months  a  year  ago. 

•Stoppages  averaged  367  workers  per  walkout,  lower  than  any  6-month  period 
since  1975. 

•Days  idle  per  worker  during  the  first  half  of  1978  averaged  22.2  days,  much  longer 

than  the  11.7  days  recorded  a  year  ago.  This  was  the  longest  average  duration  recorded 
fQj  the  first  6  months  since  1946. 
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*  Large  walkouts,  those  Involving  5,000  workers  or  more,  accounted  for  about  7  of  10  workers 
who  struck  in  the  first  half  of  this  year.  Idleness  resulting  from  these  stoppages 
accounted  for  over  50  percent  of  all  idleness  during  this  period.  Over  85  percent  of 
the  idleness  resulting  from  these  large  stoppages  was  attributable  to  the  bituminous 
coal  strike.  In  1977,  large  stoppages  accounted  for  16  percent  of  the  idleness  and 
involved  19  percent  of  the  strikers. 

Stoppages  beginning  in  the  first  6  months 

•Approximately  2,460  strikes  began  in  the  first  2  quarters  of  1978,  the  lowest  6-month 
total  since  1967. 

•Some  715,000  workers  participated  in  labor  disputes  that  began  in  the  first  half  of  1978, 
about  two-fifths  fewer  workers  than  in  the  comparable  periods  of  the  past  2  years. 

Not  since  1964  were  so  few  workers  idled  in  the  first  2  quarters. 

Total  stoppages  in  June 

•Idleness  in  June  was  0.14  percent  of  estimated  working  time  (1.4  days  idle  per  thousand), 
compared  with  0.16  percent  last  month  and  0.15  percent  in  June  1977.  This  was  the 
lowest  June  idleness  rate  in  15  years. 

•An  estimated  859  stoppages  were  in  effect  this  month,  24  more  than  in  May  and  the  highest 
monthly  total  this  year.  However,  it  was  well  below  the  1,030  strikes  in  June  1977. 

•Some  228,000  workers  were  involved  in  these  stoppages,  less  than  the  307,000  workers  In 
May  and  the  lowest  June  level  since  1964.  The  average  size  of  disputes  this  month — 265 
workers  per  walkout — was  the  smallest  average  for  June  since  1940. 

•Approximately  2.7  million  days  off  the  job  were  recorded  this  month,  the  lowest  June 
idleness  since  1966.  Idleness  was  down  11  percent  from  May  1978  and  5  percent  from 
June  a  year  ago.  The  average  duration  of  stoppages,  at  11.9  days  per  worker,  however, 
was  above  the  10.0  days  recorded  for  last  month  and  last  June. 
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•  As  was  true  in  June  1977,  there  were  very  few  large  stoppages  (5,000  workers  or  more)  this 
month.  The  one  walkout  (table  2)  in  June  accounted  for  0.5  percent  of  idleness  during 
the  month.  The  three  large  disputes  in  May  accounted  for  4  percent  of  all  idleness  and 
the  six  last  June  for  15  percent. 

Stoppages  beginning  in  June 

•New  stoppages  in  June,  at  545,  were  23  less  than  in  May  and  35  less  than  in  June  a  year 
ago. 

•About  130,000  workers  walked  off  their  jobs  or  were  locked  out  in  June,  the  smallest 
number  this  year  since  March  and  the  lowest  June  level  since  1964. 


Days  of  idleness  as  a  percent  of  estimated 
total  working  time  is  derived  by  dividing 
total  estimated  days  of  idleness  by  total 
estimated  working  time  available.  Work¬ 
time  available  is  the  product  of  the  number 
of  working  days  during  the  month  and  esti¬ 
mated  employment  in  the  total  economy. 


Table  1.  Work  stoppages,  selected  periods  to  June  1978 


Number  o<  stoppage* 

Worker*  Involved  In  ttoppage* 

Day*  Idle 

In  effect  during  month  or  yeer 

Period 

lightning  In 
month  or  yeer 

In  effect 
during 
month 

Beginning  In 
month  or  yeer 
(thousand*) 

during 

month 

(thouundt) 

Number 

(thosaandt) 

Percent  of 
es  time  ted 
working 
dm* 

rst  6  Months 
1968 

2,667 

2,836 

1,650 

1,738 

29,161 

.33 

1969 

3^029 

3,198 

1,331 

1,410 

21,374 

.24 

1970 

'  3,032 

3,211 

1,574 

1,773 

26,220 

.29 

1971 

3,011 

3,242 

1,701 

1,786 

17,775 

.20 

1972 

2,797 

3,013 

980 

1,095 

14,676 

.  16 

1973 

2,723 

2,884 

1,101 

1,165 

11,782 

.12 

1974 

3,319 

3,513 

1,476 

1,538 

20,787 

.21 

1975 

2,633 

2,874 

834 

880 

13,795 

.14 

1976 

2,883 

3,157 

1,190 

1,250 

15,110 

.14 

1/1977 

2,814 

3,083 

1,141 

1,178 

13,827 

.13 

J./1978 

2,460 

2,583 

715 

947 

21,051 

.19 

June  1968 

500 

810 

169 

400 

5,577 

.40 

1969 

565 

911 

215 

500 

4,723 

.31 

1970 

657 

1,060 

288 

538 

5,846 

.36 

1971 

617 

1,031 

280 

420 

4,094 

.26 

1972 

491 

818 

311 

413 

3,606 

.22 

1973 

530 

864 

308 

395 

2,903 

.  18 

1974 

677 

1,187 

488 

707 

6,940 

.43 

1975 

533 

876 

174 

298 

3,362 

.20 

1976 

577 

1,007 

231 

373 

4,388 

.24 

1/  January 

385 

654 

120 

157 

1,204 

.07 

February 

310 

673 

175 

196 

1,429 

.09 

March 

409 

841 

236 

263 

2,204 

.12 

April 

634 

952 

187 

260 

2,676 

.15 

May 

496 

1,069 

226 

341 

3,440 

.20 

June 

580 

1,030 

197 

288 

2,874 

.15 

July 

552 

944 

243 

283 

3,582 

.21 

August 

436 

912 

163 

278 

3,805 

.20 

September 

660 

919 

197 

268 

3,258 

.  18 

October 

561 

880 

203 

251 

3,529 

.22 

November 

392 

767 

114 

249 

3,574 

.20 

December 

185 

559 

239 

266 

4,425 

.25 

1/ 

January 

.26 

271 

394 

87 

318 

4,689 

February 

267 

449 

70 

329 

4,221 

.26 

March 

349 

527 

126 

367 

4,290 

.22 

April 

460 

670 

132 

190 

2,055 

.12 

May 

568 

835 

171 

307 

3,072 

.16 

-  June 

545 

859 

130 

228 

2,724 

.14 
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M  work  stoppage*  known  to  the  Bureeu  of  Labor  S  etlrties  end  lit  verloua  cooperating  agenda*,  Involving  6  or  mote  workers  end  letting  •  full  dey  or  tNIt  or  longer,  ere  Included  In 
Mi  teWe.  Fig**#*  on  "Workers  Involved"  end  "dey*  Idfc  "  cover  elf  w  >rkert  mede  kN*  for  ••  long  «  on*  ihllt  In  etteWHhmenti  directly  Involved  In  (  stoppage.  They  do  not  measure  the 
Indirect  or  secondary  ef  fade  on  other  esUW  Wwnent*  or  «  dustrie*  who-  •  enc>loy**«  ere  made  Idle  es  *  result  of  materiel  or  wrvto*  shortage*. 


Table  2.  Stoppages  involving  5,000  workers  or  more,  June  1978 


Union  1/ 

Began 

Ended 

Workers 
involved  2/ 

Days 
idle  If 

Bituminous 

UMW  (Ind.) 

5/26 

6/6 

5,700 

14,200  3/ 

coal  industry 

Pennsylvania 

General  Electric 

I  AM 

4/26 

— 

4/ 

4/ 

Co.  Louisville 

y 

Ky. 

Yj  The  unions  are  affiliated  with  the  AFL-CIO,  except  where  they  are  noted 
as  independent  (Ind.). 

2/  Preliminary. 

3/  Staggered  idleness. 

4/  Of  the  16,100  workers  on  strike,  fewer  than  5,000  tool  and  die  workers 

remain  out.  Production  and  maintenance  workers  who  were  honoring 
picket  lines  returned  to  work  on  May  8. 


Work  stoppages  by  quarter,  1970-7* 


NUMBER  OF  WORK  STOPPAGES 
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•An  estimated  3.1  million  days  off  the  job  resulted  from  stoppages  during  the  month,  the 
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Table  1.  Work  stoppages,  selected  periods  to  May  1978 


to  tod 

Numb**  o(  ttoppag** 

Worker*  Involved  in  itoppeget 

Oeyi  idle 

Beginning  in 
month  or  yew 

In  effect 
during 
month 

Beginning  in 
month  or  yeer 
(thouundt) 

In  effect 
during 
month 
(thouundt) 

In  effect  during  month  or  yeer 

Number 

(thoueendt) 

Percent  of 
ei time  tod 
working 
time 

First  5  Months 

1968 

2,167 

2,336 

1,482 

1,570 

23,584 

.32 

1969 

2 , 464 

2,633 

1,116 

1,196 

16,651 

.22 

1970 

2,375 

2,554 

1,286 

1,485 

20,374 

.27 

1971 

2,394 

2,625 

1,420 

1,506 

13,681 

.18 

1972 

2,306 

2,522 

669 

784 

11,070 

.  14 

1973 

2,193 

2,354 

792 

857 

8,880 

.11 

1974 

2,642 

2,836 

988 

1,050 

13,847 

.17 

1975 

2,100 

2,341 

660 

706 

10,433 

.13 

1976 

2,306 

2,580 

959 

1,018 

10,722 

.13 

1/  1977 

2,234 

2,503 

944 

981 

10,953 

.13 

1/  1978 

1,915 

2,038 

585 

817 

18,327 

.20 

May  1968 

610 

930 

307 

736 

7,452 

.49 

1969 

723 

1,054 

286 

508 

4,745 

.32 

1970 

699 

1,050 

331 

675 

6, 651 

.46 

1971 

612 

957 

727 

818 

4,000 

.28 

1972 

541 

860 

155 

249 

2,604 

.  16 

1973 

536 

837 

184 

257 

2,709 

.  16 

1974 

795 

1,191 

405 

524 

6,050 

.34 

1975 

555 

850 

187 

265 

3,319 

.20 

1976 

572 

921 

164 

295 

3,597 

.22 

1/  January 

385 

654 

120 

157 

1,204 

.07 

F  ebruary 

310 

673 

175 

196 

1,429 

.09 

March 

409 

841 

236 

263 

2,204 

.  12 

April 

634 

952 

187 

260 

2,676 

.15 

May 

496 

1,069 

226 

341 

3,440 

.20 

June 

580 

1,030 

197 

288 

2,874 

.15 

July 

552 

944 

243 

283 

3,582 

.21 

August 

436 

912 

163 

278 

3,805 

.20 

September 

660 

919 

197 

268 

3,258 

.18 

October 

561 

880 

203 

251 

3,529 

.22 

November 

392 

767 

114 

249 

3,574 

.20 

December 

185 

559 

239 

266 

4,425 

.25 

1/ 

January 

271 

394 

87 

318 

4,689 

.26 

February 

267 

449 

70 

329 

4,221 

.26 

March 

349 

527 

126 

367 

4,290 

.22 

Apri  1 

460 

670 

132 

190 

2,055 

.  12 

May 

. 

568 

1 

835 

171 

307 

3,072 

.  16 

1  Prefimlrwy. 


All  work  stoppages  known  to  the  Bureau  of  Labor  S  atistics  and  i  t  various  cooperating  agencies,  involving  6  or  more  workers  and  lasting  a  full  day  or  shift  or  longer,  are  included  in 
this  table.  Figures  on  “wort art  involved"  end  "days  idl*  "  cover  aN  w  rttn  mede  idle  for  as  long  as  one  shift  in  establishments  directly  involved  in  a  stoppage.  They  do  not  measure  the 
indirect  or  secondary  effects  on  other  establishments  or  ii  dus  tries  who  «  employees  are  mede  idle  as  a  result  of  materiel  or  service  shortages. 


Table  2.  Stoppages  involving  5,000  workers  or  more,  May  1978  CHART  1  .  NUMBER  OF  STOPPAGES,  WORKERS  INVOLVED. 

_ _ _ _  AND  DAYS  IDLE.  BY  MONTH.  1974-78 

900  | —  | - - - ; - ■ - ■ - 1  — ■,  900 
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Table  1.  Work  stoppages,  selected  periods  to  April  1978 _ Table  2.  Work  stoppages  involving  5,000  workers  or  more,  April  1978 
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CHART  1.  NUMBER  OF  STOPPAGES ,  WORKERS  INVOLVED , 
AND  DAYS  IDLE.  BY  MONTH.  1974--78 


1974  1975  1976  1977  1978 

1977-7B  PRELIMINARY 


M  P 

h* 

rh 

P*  •< 
P* 

£ 

f 

H*. 

0 

(D 

P 

& 

o 

e 

O 

H- 

P 

CD 

tr* 

cn 

p- 

O' 

i-* 

P 

00 

P> 

to 

o 

•3 

u> 


U) 


tfr*  SV1 

aoari  jo  iN3Kiavd3a  s  n 

QltW  5333  OHY  30VlS0d 


1IVH  SSYTO 1SUI 3 


MCI  ‘sen  UVAIM  MOi  A11VNM 

SS3N tsoa  -iviomo 


<KMJ  *ya 'NO^IDNIHSVM 

sotisuvis  uoGYi  jo  nvaana 

aoavi  jo  iN3wiavd3a  so 


News 

Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 


United  States 
Department 
of  Labor 

Washington,  D.C.  20212 


E.  Becker  (202)  523-1858  USDL:  78-402 

K.  Hoyle  (202)  523-1913  FOR  RELEASE:  10:00  A.M.  E.S.T. 

Home:  333-1384  Thursday,  April  27,  1978 


WORK  STOPPAGES:  FIRST  3  MONTHS  1978 


Strongly  influenced  by  the  160,000  coal-miner  strike,  which  spanned  almost  the 
entire  first  quarter,  strike-  induced  idleness  moved  to  0.25  percent  of  working  time 
(2.5  days  per  thousand)  for  the  quarter,  according  to  preliminary  estimates 
by  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  U.S.  Department  of  Labor.  This  year's  first 
quarter  idleness  rate  was  the  highest  since  1950  when  it  was  almost  three  times  as 
great.  In  absolute  terms,  there  were  more  days  idle,  13.2  million,  during  the  first 
quarter  than  at  any  comparable  period  since  1950,  and  it  was  only  the  third  time  in 
more  than  30  years  that  quarterly  idleness  exceeded  10  million  days. 

Fewer  strikes,  1,010,  occurred  during  the  first  quarter  than  during  any  compar¬ 
able  period  since  1966,  but  the  average  number  of  workers  involved  per  strike,  509,  was 
the  highest  since  1970.  Average  duration,  25.7  days  idle  per  worker,  also  was  higher 
than  at  any  time  since  1950. 

Strike  indices,  historically,  are  low  during  the  first  quarter.  Because  of  the 
very  strong  influence  of  the  coal  strike,  only  one  of  the  three  major  work  stoppage 
indicators — number  of  stoppages — followed  this  pattern. 

Total  stoppages  during  the  first  3  months 

•An  estimated  1,010  stoppages  were  in  effect  during  the  first  quarter  of  1978, 

363  fewer  than  in  the  same  period  of  1977. 

•Approximately  514,000  workers  were  involved  in  these  stoppages,  compared  with 
568,000  a  year  ago. 

•Some  13.2  million  days  off  the  job  due  to  work  stoppages  were  recorded  this 
quarter,  about  8.4  million  more  than  a  year  ago  and  the  highest  figure  in 
almost  30  years. 

•Idleness  in  large  disputes  (those  involving  5,000  workers  or  more)  accounted  for 
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approximately  78  percent  of  the  days  away  from  the  job  in  1978,  compared  with 
13  percent  in  1977.  Workers  in  large  strikes  were  35  percent  of  all  strikers 
in  1978. 

Stoppages  beginning  in  the  first  3  months 

•Some  887  strikes  began  in  the  first  quarter  of  1978,  almost  20  percent  fewer  than 
than  in  1977  and  the  lowest  total  since  1966.  The  282,000  workers  idled  by 
these  disputes  was  the  lowest  number  for  any  first  quarter  since  1964. 

Total  stoppages  in  March 

•Idleness  resulting  from  work  stoppages  in  March  was  0.22  percent  of  estimated 
total  working  time  (2.2  days  working  days  idle  per  thousand),  compared  with 
0.26  percent  in  February  1978  and  0.12  percent  in  March  1977. 

•Approximately  527  stoppages  were  in  effect  this  month,  78  more  than  in  February 
but  the  lowest  March  total  since  1965.  Some  367,000  workers  were  involved  in 
these  stoppages,  38,000  more  than  the  previous  month  and  the  highest  March 
level  since  1970. 

•Approximately  4.3  million  days  off  the  job  were  recorded  in  March,  about  70,000 
more  than  in  February,  and  the  highest  March  level  since  1948.  The  principal 
reason  for  the  high  March  figure  is  the  inclusion  of  more  than  3  million  days 
of  idleness  directly  attributable  to  the  coal  strike. 

•Four  large  strikes  in  effect  in  March  accounted  for  55  percent  of  all  workers  who 
walked  off  their  jobs  and  78  percent  of  all  idleness.  Of  the  four,  two  in  the 
coal  industry  accounted  for  51  percent  of  all  workers  who  struck  and  70 
percent  of  all  idleness. 
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Stoppages  beginning  in  March 

•Some  349  stoppages  began  in  March,  82  more  than  in  February  but  60  fewer  than 
a  year  ago.  The  number  of  workers  involved  in  these  walkouts  increased  from 
69,600  in  February  to  125,600  in  March. 


Days  of  idleness  as  a  percent  of  estimated  total  working 
time  is  derived  by  dividing  total  estimated  days  of  idleness 
by  total  estimated  working  time  available.  Worktime  available 
is  the  product  of  the  number  of  working  days  during  the  month 
and  estimated  employment  in  the  total  economy. 


Table  1.  Work  stoppages,  selected  periods  to  March,  1978 


Aw  tod 

Nundaw  of  ttop»>*eai 

Worktrry  Involwd  In  itoppagx 

Dry*  idk 

Brglnnlng  in 
month  or  ynr 

hi  itUo 
during 

(TKXltfl 

Boginning  In 
non  tfi  or  y»tr 
(thouundt) 

In  affact 
during 
month 
(thouundi) 

In  affact  during  month  or  yaar 

Numbor 

(thouMndt) 

hat  cant  of 
attimatad 
arorfclrg 
Bm* 

• 

First  3  Months 

1967 . 

946 

1,103 

328 

398 

4,031 

.10 

1968 . 

1,052 

1,221 

637 

725 

10,455 

.24 

1969 . 

1,163 

1,332 

520 

600 

8,152 

.19 

1970 - 

1,036 

1,215 

504 

702 

8,293 

.19 

1971 . 

1,232 

1,463 

513 

598 

7,292 

.16 

1972 . 

1,267 

1,483 

328 

443 

6,209 

.14 

1973 - 

1,192 

1,353 

446 

511 

4,339 

.09 

1974 - 

1,240 

1,434 

394 

456 

4,852 

.10 

1975 . 

1,054 

1,295 

342 

388 

4,937 

.10 

\976 . 

1,143 

1,417 

330 

390 

3,992 

.08 

1/  1977 . 

1,104 

1,373 

531 

568 

4,837 

.09 

1/  1978 . 

887 

1,010 

282 

514 

13,201 

.25 

March  1967 - 

368 

545 

130 

195 

1,508 

.10 

1968 . 

381 

618 

175 

369 

3,682 

.26 

1969 . 

436 

651 

158 

386 

2,413 

.16 

1970 - 

427 

630 

316 

403 

2,471 

.16 

1971 . 

457 

725 

150 

260 

2,490 

.15 

1972 . 

421 

727 

162 

220 

1,830 

.11 

1973 . 

461 

703 

144 

190 

1,344 

.08 

1974 . 

484 

763 

158 

229 

2,119 

.13 

1975- - 

375 

612 

101 

169 

1,774 

.11 

1976 . 

443 

679 

157 

199 

1,762 

.10 

1977  1/ January 

385 

654 

120 

157 

1,204 

.07 

February 

310 

673 

175 

196 

1,429 

.09 

March 

409 

841 

236 

263 

2,204 

.12 

April 

634 

952 

187 

260 

2,676 

.15 

May 

496 

1,069 

226 

341 

3,440 

.20 

June 

580 

1,030 

197 

288 

2,874 

.15 

July 

552 

944 

243 

283 

3,582 

.21 

August 

436 

912 

163 

278 

3,805 

.20 

September 

660 

919 

197 

268 

3,258 

.18 

October 

561 

880 

203 

251 

3,529 

.22 

November 

392 

767 

114 

249 

3,574 

.20 

December 

185 

559 

239 

266 

4,425 

.25 

1978  y 

January 

271 

394 

87 

318 

4,689 

.26 

February 

267 

449 

70 

329 

4,221 

.26 

March 

349 

527 

126 

367 

4,290 

.22 

1  Ptallmlnery. 


All  work  stopp.igei  known  so  the  Bureau  of  Labor  S  atistics  end  i  t  various  cooperating  agencies,  involving  6  or  more  workers  and  lasting  a  full  day  or  shift  or  longer,  are  included  in 
tMs  table.  Figures  on  "workers  Involved"  end  "days  kJI«  "  cover  all  w  »rfcett  made  idlo  for  as  long  as  one  shift  in  establishments  directly  involved  In  a  stoppage.  They  do  not  measure  the 
indirect  or  secondary  effects  on  ottwr  establishments  or  i<  dm  tries  who  •  employees  ere  made  idle  as  e  result  of  materiel  or  service  shortages. 


Table  2.  Stoppages  involving  5,000  workers  or  more,  March  1978. 


Company 

Union  1/ 

Began 

Ended 

Workers 
involved  2/ 

Days 
idle  2/ 

Pullman  Inc. --Interstate 

IAM 

10/1/77 

-- 

5,870 

135,010 

Bituminous  Coal  Industry-- 
Interstate 

UMW(IncL) 

12/6/77 

3/25/78 

160,000 

2,880,000 

McDonnell  Douglas  Corp.-- 
Interstate 

U  AW  (Inch) 

1/14/78 

-- 

8,000 

184,000 

Bituminous  Coal  Contractors- - 
Interstate 

UMW(IncU) 

3/25/78 

29,000 

141,000  3/ 

Totals : 

202,870 

3,340,010 

1/  The  unions  are  affiliated  with  the  AFL-CIO,  except  where  they  are  noted  as 
independent  Clnd.) 

2/  Preliminary. 

3/  Staggered  idleness. 


Work  stoppages  by  quarter,  1970-78 
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CHART  1.  NUMBER  OF  STOPPAGES ,  NORKERS  INVOLVED 
AND  DAYS  IDLE.  BY  MONTH.  1974-78 
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continued  into  February,  accounted  for  56  percent  of  all  workers  involved 


Table  1.  Work  stoppages,  selected  periods  to  January,  1978 


January 


1976 


1977  1/ 


1978  3/ 


NrM 


1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

1972 

1973 

1974 

1975 


moNdi  or  year 


286 

314 

342 

279 

416 

427 

382 

379 

340 


January 

February 

March 

Apri  1 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


338 

362 

443 

591 

572 

577 

505 

480 

521 

559 

452 

248 


January 

February 

March 

Apri  1 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


385 

310 

409 

634 

496 

580 

552 

436 

660 

561 

392 

185 


J  anuary 


271 


In  iHmi 
during 


443 

483 

511 

458 

647 

643 

543 

573 

581 

612 

615 

679 

894 

921 

1,007 

960 

937 

972 

1,024 

861 

607 


2/ 


394 


Worttm  innliri  in  ,iooo*«m 

0«v»kM» 

In  oriod 
during 

man  W 
(thorn  onrtil 

In  oriod  diving  month  or  y«ar 

Beginning  In 
mono,  or  yxr 

(thnuundvl 

Numbar 

(thnuund) 

Pwcont  o( 

MQlTVMri 

wor%  mg 

dm* 

94 

164 

1,248 

.09 

188 

276 

2,669 

.18 

185 

264 

3,173 

,21 

71 

270 

3,711 

.25 

235 

320 

2,868 

.20 

80 

195 

2,530 

.17 

151 

216 

1,660 

.10 

109 

172 

1,363 

.08 

132 

178 

1,605 

.09 

77 

136 

1,200 

.07 

96 

139 

1,030 

.07 

157 

199 

1,762 

.10 

465 

530 

3,133 

.18 

164 

295 

3,597 

.22 

231 

373 

4,388 

.24 

292 

490 

5,145 

.30 

171 

410 

4,557 

.26 

340 

466 

4,848 

.28 

152 

429 

4 ,348 

.28 

201 

326 

2,391 

.14 

75 

168 

1,459 

.08 

120 

1,204 

.07 

175 

1,429 

.09 

236 

2,204 

.12 

187 

2,676 

.  15 

226 

3,440 

.20 

197 

2/ 

2,874 

.  15 

243 

3,582 

.21 

163 

3,805 

.20 

197 

3,258 

.18 

203 

3,529 

.22 

114 

3,574 

.20 

239 

4,4  25 

.25 

87 

318 

4,689 

.26 

_1/  Preliminary,  revised  in  January  1978.  2/ 

3/  Preliminary. 


Revised  estimates  for  number  of  stoppages 
and  workers  involved  in  stoppages  in  effect 
are  not  available. 
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Table  2.  Work  stoppages  involving  5,000  workers  or  more,  January  1978.  CHART  1  •  NUMBER  OF  STOPPAGES.  WORKERS  INVOLVED. 

_ _ _  AND  DAYS  IDLE.  BY  MONTH.  1974-78 

Workers  Davs  900  r—  i  :  I  I  !  I  “1  900 
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